were Fluoretec-M positive, culture positive; 6 were false-positive and 6 were false-negative.
Fluorescent-antibody staining (FA) has been considered a valuable alternative to continuous anaerobic culture techniques and biochemical tests for the rapid detection and identification of anaerobes, including Bacteroides species, in clinical specimens of mixed infections (1, 3, (5) (6) (7) (8) 11) . The FA technique allowed demonstration of three serogroups corresponding to the three subspecies melaninogenicus, asaccharolyticus, and intermedius of the former taxon Bacteroides melaninogenicus (7) . A polyvalent con- jugate has been suggested by Lambe and Jerris for rapid identification and detection of B. melaninogenicus as a species (8) . Recently, a polyvalent fluorescein conjugate became available for presumptive identification of the former taxon B. melaninogenicus in a direct-smear FA procedure (Fluoretec-M; Pfizer Diagnostics Division, New York, N.Y.). The Fluoretec-M reagent consists of pooled fluorescein-labeled hyperimmune globulins produced against strains of Bacteroides asaccharolyticus (B. melaninogenicus subsp. asaccharolyticus), B. melaninogenicus subsp. intermedius, and B. melaninogenicus subsp. melaninogenicus.
A clinical evaluation of the Fluoretec-M kit showed that strains of the B. melaninogenicus group that were detected by culture in 15 clinical specimens (total of 76 examined) were also demonstrated by the Fluoretec-M reagent (5) . Five false-positive results (Fluoretec-M positive, culture negative) but no false-negative results were also reported (5 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Organisms. The bacterial strains used, the sites from which they were isolated, and the sources from which they were received are listed in Table 1 . The B. melaninogenicus group presently includes B. melaninogenicus subsp. intermedius, B. melaninogenicus subsp. melaninogenicus (2) , and B. melaninogenicus subsp. levii (4) . B. melaninogenicus subsp. asaccharolyticus has been reclassified as B. asaccharolyticus (2) , a designation used here. The isolates were nonspore-forming, anaerobic, gram-negative, pleomorphic rods that each produced brown to black colonies on Todd-Hewitt agar supplemented with 10% rabbit blood, 5 ,ig of hemin per ml, and 0.2 yg of menadione per ml.
The B. asaccharolyticus strains fermented none of the carbohydrates tested and produced indole. Acetic, propionic, isobutyric, butyric, and isovaleric acids were VOL. 11, 1980 
